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COnr»t DISCiniTlDM: PriiiMr ily o (timparjson orut 
contra 'it of tjie novels of Tolstoy «in(t 
Dostoevski, Uirouqh (•yaminalion n\ such work^ 
as War and Pedce, Anna Kar eJi^uH, [lo^tj^s Ironi the 
Under rjround , Crime and P u n i s h ne n t > an<l Ifie 



Brothers Karamazov. 



I . PEP.FORtWlCE OBJECTIVES 

A* Presented with the neneral facets of ninet.?*pnth cotitur-. 
Russian culture and history, students v/ill applj/ this 
knowledge to a variety of Russian short stories. 

B. Given novels by Dostoevski and Tolstoy to read, stu- 
dents will analyze then to note elements of siinn^rity 
and difference* 

C. Presenited with a variety of v/oi ks by other Russ lan s ., 
students will contrast each with the works of Dostoevski 
and Tolstoy that they havo studied. 



II. COURSE CONTENT 
A. Rationale 



The Russian novels, particularly those r.^ Tolstoy and 
Dostoevski, have long been recognized as p^rt the 
mainstream of world literature. Vfa r and Peace, Anjli 
K arenina , Cr ime and Punishment and' Jjie Brothers ' 
Ka ramazov belon^n to the same order of lit'era^-y oxcf'- 
lence and cultural in^portance a:^ Moby D ick, ^^id^Ji 
Bo vary 5 Vayiity Fair ^ and other masterpieces of wor]d 
literature. 

This course, concentrating on the two oiants of tn^^ 
Russian novel, Leo Tolstoy and Fyodor Dostoevski , will 
qive students the opportune ty to become fr^pii'M-jr with 
their major works. Thoy will examine th'?i>o works ^js 
artistic creations: oriqina I construction'. ()< plot, 
characterization, therre, and symbol. In adoitton, they 
will be enabled to see them as crystallizations of "the 
moral, relioious, and nol j ti eal life of ninet^' Mfh 
century Russia, phenomono wt^rich may be pro^it^bl^ c^;r- 
pared and contrasted with some imp' rtant cnn L^^mporor/ 
events. 
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As in all depth studios of lUcrature, it is intended 
that the student emerqe from the course iriore aware of 
the variety, complexity, and sheer wonder of beinq 
human. 

B. Range of subject matter 

1. Historical, cultural, contepiporary backqround 
material 

2. Literary qualities applicat)le tn fictifui 

3. Dostoevski and Tolstoy as representative novelists 

4. Overview of other Russian autfup^s 



TFACHINR STRATEGIES 

A. Presented with the General facets of nineteenth ^^.-Mur / 
Russian culture and history, students will apply 'l is 
knowledne to a variety of Russian short stories. 

1. Have the class discuss their iniprnssions of Ruc-.ia 
and the Russian people. 

2. Give students, after they have shared their own 
viev/s of Russians, a 'i\Voe^i copy of a number of 
Russian proverbs. Discuss tfie denotati and the 
connotative meaninn of each. What additional 
infornation about the nature of the Ru:.sian Deriple 
do these proverbs present? 

a. A woman has more tricks than a house has 
bricks. 

b. A woman lauqhs when she can, but cries whenever 
she wishes . 

c. Jealousy and Love are sisters. 

d. Cabbaqe soup thick, a vi^ife qood an'i rr^r-: 
v/hat else neod any man seek? 

: e. Fortune and fiisfortune are nrvt-door noi nnlv^rs . 

f. A pocketful of luck is better than a sackful of 
v/isdom. 

g. There'll be a' holiday up our alley, too, iiome-- 
day. 
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h. Only a hammer of qold can open a door of iron. 

i. When money speaks, Truth keeps its mouth shut. 

j. The bear dancos, but the Gypsy bear-l'iadpr takf^s 
the money. 

k. Keep a thing seven years and it's bound to come 
in handy. 

1. The seller needs tvjt one eye; the bu/^^r, a 
thousand. 

m. Fools you never reap nor sow Just ol ttieni- 
selves they always qrow. 

n. An empty sack won't stand up. 

0. When the head is thick, it's thf- feet thrit 
suffer. 

p. There's no wise answer to ^ fooVs questio-^. 

q. You can't buy wisdom abroad if there's nnne at 
home . 

r. He went to clip the sheep and came hoie without 
his coat. 

s. He noes fishing for stars shining on w-itor 
wi th a s 7 eve. 

t. If all fools wore white caps* we'd look l^ke r 
flock of sheep. 

u. The Russian is clever but always ton late. 

V. The German may be a nood fellow, but it's 
better to hana him. 

w. If you're a rooster, crow; if you ' re a hen, 
eqqs. 

X. The ravens don't peck one another's Qyes ^ut. 

y. Lie down with dogs and you'll ^et up v;ii> f leas. 

z. A father's blessing won't sink in wate*" nor will 
^ire burn it. 
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aa. He who adck^ l>ut n straw to th^' wi^ow**. 
tha t( li |)loasfr* 

1)1). A s|KHin1ii1 n1 tir is (Minufih to '.poil ti 
f;ask hi 

cc. The bashful ben'i'=ir hogs linnfiry. 

dd, A qood reputation stands -.till; o bad 
one runs. 

ee. A qoorl friend is better than a LhouSnnu 
relatives. 

ff. A thousand friends are all too tew: one 
eneny is one too riany. 

qq. A nev/ friend is an nncracked nut. 

hh. Measure your cloth ten tirMes--y(>u can 
cut it but once. 

ii. The elbow is near, but try to bite it. 

V!hen you die, oven ^ nrave is copfortable. 

kk. A nan can [jt^^^ ''ny l-urder., i)rovided it's 
on somebody ei".^»'s 'shoulders. 

11. A man can nrt used to anythinn hut 
haminq. 

The official picks up his pen the 
peasant starts pra>inn, and birds fall 
from the sky. 

nn. Ane and youth know not the same truth. 

00. No nan can die two deaths, and no rian 
can escape one. 

pp. The greatest Czr-r nust be Qi t to bed 
wi th a shovel at last. 

on. If Hod is with you, you c^n cross the 
ocean: if He isn't., don't cross your 
threshold. 

rr. Pray to Hod, i)nt k^'^'N rov/inn toward 
shore. 
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ss. If you have a hundrecJ ruhles, law 
is on your sido. 

tt. It's o?i]y the poor tfnoves t.hiit <iot 
hanqofl. 

uu. No man is t') thiof till he*s caughl. 

vv. Better to ben than steal, but b^^ttor to 
work than beo. 

3. Have students construct a time line on bu'f.her's 
paper of major events in Russia's historic^ va^/^ . 
Teachers might wish students to ferret out these 
for themselves or they. night present students with 
a jumbled list and have then, after investigation, 
put the events in chronological order. Once these 
are arranged, have each student select one for in- 
depth research. Reports might be acconpamed by 
pictures projected on an opaque, music, or an an- 
propriate filmstrip. Students might conpare and 
contrast the results of their investigation with 
their own preconceptions. Sone major events to 
include are: 

a. Became known officially as the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics (U.S.S. R.)--19?2 
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b. Colonies established along the Black Sea by 
Greek adventurers 7th century B.C. 

c. Tatar (Tarter) invasion destroyed Kiev and 
caused population center to shift to Moscow. 

d. flovgorod and Kiev, centers of civiliznt^jn 
9th century A. D. 

e. Prince Ivan III stopped payment of trir^ute to 
the Tatars and unified thf? pri ncip^il i ti^^s 
1480 

f . Invaded by barbarians: Goths, Huns, Khazrirs, 
Slavs 3rd century A.D. 

g. Serfs' revolt ~- 1bth centfiry 

h. Duke Vladimir I of Kiev made Greek Orthodox 
Christianity the state reliqion — 988 /^.D. 

i. Ivan IVC'tho Terrible'*) took title of Tsar 
(Caesar) and subjugated nobles who, in turn, 
ultimately made serfs of the peasants. 
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j. South S].*)vonic <ili)hahot invented hy Cyril 
855 A.D. 

k. C^thorirK' II ( "tho firorTt") continw^vl cxi>.-»rv.i if?*^ 
policiGS of riiziiboth rind P<jter - ]7f)?. 

1. Michael Ropumov made Tsar 1613. 

m. Napoleon defeated 1812. 

n. Decembrist liberal revolt 1825 and ^'^lis 
revolts — 1830 and 1863 

0. Peter I ("the Great") 1689-1725 imported 
Western civilization, 

p. Alexander II emancipated serfs ~- 1851. 

q. Russo-Japanese War — 1904-1<in8 

r. Alasf-a sold to tfiP U.S. 1867. 

s. Oppressive rule of liiLfiulns i Vi'/d^j-lWo 

t. Bolshevik revolution and overth.'ow c' r:ii.ho1a.> 
II , last Russian Tsar 

u, Nihilists' (The Penoles' Will) assassination 
of Alexander II 1881 

V. Part in World l-far I 

w. Revolution of 1905 

X. Consequences of Rasputin murder 1916 

y. Stalin's first Five Year PLin 1928 

z. Activities of Trunin ond Trotskv durlr^q ]9P/j- 
22 

aa. Stalin's political pur?o 1^35-39 

bb. Germany invaded Ru">sia ig^^ll. 

cc. Stalin challenoed Trotsky's ^o^'l(irz\^^o (19-^^') 
and succeeded in having him ?)xpelle»i from the. 
I^arty — 1927, 

dd. Russia's role in Uorld War II 
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ee. Crimean War 1854-56 

ff. First Russian Duma 1906 

qq. Georqi Malkov t)ccomes Promier 1953. 

hh. Khrushchev *s attack on Stalin 1956 

li. The Cold War 

jj. Khrushchev's meeting) with Western powers -it. 
Geneva 1955 

kk. Russians launch world'5 first s<itellite 1957, 

11. Poland and Hunqary revolt 1055. 

rti.i. Fluctuations of Russir* foreign policy in 
the 1960's 

nn. Contemporary political /ictiviti^s 

Assign students in-depth reports on individual 
sovereigns or form students into three nrour^s to 
research the reigning houses: kurik, Romanoff, 
and Romanoff-Hol stein. Students who have seen 
Nicholas and Alexandra might prepare a special 
report on it. 

Have the class view and discuss films on Russian 
geography, history, and culture such as: 

a. Khrushchev and Berlin, Pts. 1 & 2 (1-31495, 97) 

Leni n and Trotsky (1-31465) 

c. Rise O f Khrushche v, The, Pts. 1 & 2 (1-314P9, 
50Ty~ 

rf- Screen News Digest, Vol 10. Tssue 4 (1"13?'^'.) 

e. Soviet Russia : _ From Rrvyplution to Empire 
( 1-13326)"' " " 

f. Stalin, Joseph V . (1-31574; 

g. U.S.S.R.: Family of T ashken t (Li fe on a 
Collective F arm) (1-13359) 

U«S.S.R.: Pioneer Family of Bratsk (A Siberian 
City Is Born l T1-1335T)' ^ 



U-S-S. R.: Geo g raphy anrl Peoples (^lany Faces 
of a Vast LandTTMT357) 

j- Iron Curtain lands (1-12590) 

Mosco w _and Leningrad (1-015^4) 

1 . Peo ples of A'IG_.^"vjjLt'.ii^iOil (1-41164) 

ri. Russja_ (1-31059) 

n. Russ i an Gymnas ti c Champ i ons in jLhe_ IJ.S.A, 

ri -117741 



0. Rirssian Li f e Toda v ( 'iiside t^o Soviet y.nioti) 
■0-12'59D"" 



p. 


Russian Revolution, 


The 


(1 


-05197) 






q. 


Screen News Dicest, 


Vol . 


^, 


Issue 5 


(1 


-12676) 


r . 


Screen News Diqest, 


Vol . 


5. 


Issue 1 


(1 


-12682) 


s. 


Screen News Digest, 


Vol . 


5, 


Issue 2 


(' 


-12683) 


t. 


Screen flews Digest, 


Vol . 


5, 


Issue A 


(1 


-12685) 


u. 


Screen flews Digest, 


Vnl . 




Issue 1 


(1 


-•'2692) 



6. Invite Russian-born residents of the community 
represent! nq different religious and social back- 
orounds to share their rono^Me'; of Russia with 
students and answer questitms fron personal ex- 
perience. 

7. Have students or others who have visited f^'ussia 
^ive a travelonue, prefor-fibly accompanied by 
pictures. They piinht also uive their impressions 
of Russian society today. 

8. Show students slides of pictures r'rom books and 
naaazines of art objects, masterpieces of paintinq, 
sculpture, and architecture. 

a. Carl Faberqe 

b. The Hermitaqe 

c Imperial or Winter ^^liacp 
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d. House of Peter the Great 

e. Cathedral of 5ts. Peter and Paul 

f. The Kazan Cathedral 
n. The Kremlin 

h. The (bell) Tovier of Ivan Valiky 

i . Romanoff Palace 
j . Ernst Neizves tny 

k. Bolshoi Theater (Moscov;) 
1. Icons 

9. Have students listen to Russian i^usic and watch 
ballet performances. 

a. Borodin: Nocturne for Strinqs" 

b. Moussorqsky, Modest: 

(1) "Pictures at an Exhibition" 

(2) "Boris Godunov" 

c. Prokofiev, Sergei : 

(1) "Scythian Suite" 

(2) "Peter and the Wolf" 

(3) "The Love for Three Orannes" 

(4) "Classical Symphony" 

d. Rachmaninoff, Sersei : 

(1) "Prelude in rj Minor" 

(2) "Piano Concerto, No. 2" 

(3) "Symphony #1 in 0 Minor" 

e. Rimsky-Korsakov, Niknlai: 
(1) "Scheherazade" 



(2) "Tho n ight, of Uk; Huinblo RrM;" 

(3) "A SorK) o( Iridi-t' 

(4) "Capriccio Ef.pfjnnoT' 
f. Shostakovich, Dimitri: 

(1) "The Nose" 

(2) "Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk District" 

(3) "Fifth Symphony" 

(4) "Seventh Symphony" 

(5) "From Jewish Folk Poetry" 

(6) Score for film vorr. ion of Hamlet 

(7) "First Violin ConcTto" 

(8) "Second Violin Cnnr.'.rfn" 
n. Strfivinsky, Iqor: 

(1) "The Fire Bird" 

(2) "l'ot.rouf;hka"' 

(3) "The Rite of Sprinn" 

(4) "The Rake's Progress 

(5) "Symphony of Psalms" 

(6) "Le Sacre" 

(7) "Les Noces" ' 

(8) "Oedipus Rex" 

(9) "Orpheus" , 
h. Tchaikovsky, Peter: 

(1) "Pathetique Synohonj'" 

(2) "Romeo and Juliet" 
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(3) "Symphony fJo. 5" 

(4) "Piano Con(:(}rto Ho.. 1" 

(5) "Nutcmckor ^^u\Vi'' 

(6) "Andante Cantab ilc" 

(7) "Swan Lake" 

(8) "Sleepinn Beauty" 

(9) "1812 Overture" 

i. Performances by Anna Pavlova; Vnslav Nijinskv 

10. Encourage students to watch any TV now" ^'r special 
liroqranis nn Russia. 

11. Assign students to investigate the lives one 
or more [)rominent Russ"''ins: 

a. Leonid Brezhnev fjovernnent official 

b. Nikita Khrushchev novernnent official 

c. Alexei Kosynin qovernment official 

d. Mikhail Suslov novernment official 

e. Georgi Zhukow t:)i]itary leader 

f. Andrei Gromyko foreinri service 

g. Dimitri Ustinov - econcniist 

h. Pyotr Kapitsa physicist 

i. Lev Landau scientist 

j. Dinitri Blokhintse^/ - - physicist, tnginee^ , 

k. Ilya Ehrenburn journrilist 

1. Sergei Gersairov fi](n dWector , 

m. Yevgeny Yevtushenko - ooet 

Students might pre-^ent the results their in- 
vestigations via a , first n.^rson autobiographical 
sketch, a mock interviev;, an "T remember ^ _" 
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by a fictitious friend or fanily member. The 
book Sovie t Leade rs would prove helpful. 

12. Have students suqqest five to swon fictitious 
age groupinqs and/or occupations frr SovivM. in- 
dividuals: 



a. 


Child of eleiii^ntdry srhool ugfe 


b. 


Student at a university 


c. 


Student at a technical or labor sclinol 


d. 


Housev/i fe 


e. 


Party official 


f . 


Farmer 




Factory worker 



Divide students into nroups and l)ave them select 
one of these. After research into all areas which 
v/ould affect the daily life of the individual* stu- 
dents might present "A Day in the Life of " 

via slides, skit, or film. 

13. Encourage student', to become f ami 1 ia r v/i Ui soi^e 
of the major physical .»nd geojgraf)hical fo^jtures of 



Rus 


s i a : 


a. 


IJkrai ne 


b. 


Crimea 


c. 


Siberia 


d. 


Baltic Sea 


e. 


Ural Mountains 


f . 


Caucasus Mountains 


g. 


Dardanel les 


h. 


Black Sea 




Volga River 


j. 


Steppe 
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k. Kiev 

1 . Leninqrad 

n. Moscov/ 

n. Odessa 

0. Vladivostok 

14. Refer students to an (encyclopedia which gives a 
brief overview/ of the Russian alphabet, its Ronian 
equivalents and their sounds in Enqlish. Work with 
a few Russian names to nive students practice and 
confidence in pronouncinn theri for themselve^. 

15. Assign students a variety of short 'Stories by 
Russian authors: 

a. Aleichem, Sholpm: 

"Tevye Wins a Fortune/' Rj^^iX<^.^. j^!^^^ 
Eastern European Li Lerature. 

b. Averchonko, Arcadii: 

"The Young Man Who Meu^ Past." Rj-'r^^V^n 
and Eastern European Li ttjifjturp, 

c. Babel, Isaac; 

"In the Baser^ent." Russian and Eastern 
Europea n Literature. 

d. Chekhov, Anton: 

"The Darling." Man in LiJ:era ture. 

"The Bet. " Ln.^j3iltL..Jxp_enence^^ of 
Literatu re. 

"The Steppe" 

"The Horse Stealers" 

"The Privy Counci lor" 

"Ward rio. 6" 

"The Teacher of L j terature" 
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"The Lady with the Don" 



"The Party'' 
''My Life" 

"A Slander." Ad v e n t u r e s i n An p r ec i a t i o n . "The 
S 1 dTjd e r e r , " in Adven tu res' in i/o rld Literciture and 
Patterns of Li terature: The Short Story^ . 

e. Dostoevski . Fyodor: 

"A Christnas Tree and a Wcddinq." Pps^sj^-H 

"The Poasant Marf^y . " '^^I'-^tfir^^J* i jA^^L^'AvLn-/ 
The Short S torv . 

"An Honest Thief." PAtA^rJl^^.PX.LjjLeX^A"^^^ 
The Short Story . 

f. Gaqol, Nicholas: 

"The Overcoat" 

"Ivan Ivanovich'* 

"The Terrible Venneanre" 

"Taras Bulba" 

"ThePorU.nl." 

"rhf.' Mr'inoirs ,j Madman" 

"The Nose" 

g. Pushkin, Alexandr: 

"The Shot." Russ1;':i n and Eastern r.uropean 
Li terature > 

"The Queen of Spades" 

h. Sholokhov, Mikhail: 

"The Fate of a Man/ Rus sian and Eastern 
European Literature. 
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''Mdtryona \s Hor-e. " Russ ian .mil ta;& lern 

j. Tolstoy, Leo: 

"Where Love Is, God Is." Russia n and 
Eastern European Literature . 

"How Much Land Does a Man Need?" 
Adventures in World Literature and Pattern^ 
of Literature: The Short S tory. 

"A Prisoner in the Caucasus." MapJji 
Li tera ture: Th^^ Short Story . 

"A Conversation amDnq Wealthy P^oplo." 
L \teraturQ pj_^^^!\^?r)^{' 

k. Turgenev, Ivan: 

"A Desperate Character," Russjan and 
Eastern E uropea n_ j_ i t era tu re . 

" B i ry u k . " Insight: Experience of 
Literature . 

Have students apply the traditional tools for- 
analyzing short stories to those they read. In 
addition, give students suggestions such as the 
following and have then expand the list as thev 
read. Ask students to note references to the^^e as 
they read. Ultimately, have students n^^ke state- 
ments of themes which reveal the author's atti- 
tude(s) toward one or more of these concerns. 

a. Provincial versus urt)an life 

b. Landowner versus peasant life (mriste^-serf 
relationship) 

c. Attitudes toward man 

d* Attitudes toward nature, God 

e. Redemptive value of suffering 

f. Officialdom 

g. Hope vs . despai r 
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fu Illusory nr-iture of prorn' ses 

i . yri*p.(Uiv\ 

J . Inrlividihj I r i«jl)t.', 

k. Tho ao^th<?Lic 

1. Co-existence of morality ond l^rutality 

Human v/orth and dinnity 

n. Weaknesses, foibles, and follies of man 

0* Lack of communication and understanding among 
people 

p. Superstition 

q. Sentimentality and humani tori anism 
r. Individual isolation 

s. The strong and the v;r^ak; the insensitive vs* 
the sensi tive 

t. 1 rid i c tpif»nt of i nhuiMfini t.y 

u. AttiLijdc tov/fjrd Mother Russia, IJm' homeland 

v. Institutions and conventional traditions 

w. Dehumanization of mart 
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Given novels by Dostoevski and Tolstoy to read, sturlents 
will analyze them to note elements of similarity and 
difference. 



1. Permit students 20-30 minutes to foriw small qroups 
to discuss a variety of novels they have read in the 
past. Ask them, at the conclusion of their discus- 
sion, to compile a list of characteristics pertain- 
ing to the novel. As each qroup present!" its con- 
clusions, have someone note them on the board or on 
an acetate. Add any elements students omit. 

2. Show students available films portraying sceiies 
from Russian fiction. Apprise them o^ any current 
films about Russia, Russians, and/or their literature 
on TV or in local theatres. 

a. 1-31799, 801 Cherry Orchard, The: Chekho v 
Innovator of Modern Drama , Pts. 1 & 2 " 

b. 1-31491, 93 Russians, T he: Insights through 
Literature , Pts. 1 & 2 TTncludes "^'ThVOvercoat, " 
"The Cherry Orchard," "Dr. Zhivago," "The 
Brothers Karamazov," "Fethers and Sons") 

3. Hive students several of the special ch'^ir.icteri'.Ucs 
of Russian novels, tlave them identify othf?rs as 
they read and locate examples of those given to them. 

a. Concerned with matters having a panoramic scope 

b. Paced slowly 

c. Permeated by somber, heavy, burdensome atmos- 
phere 

d. Use multitude cf characters, many of whom have 
several names 

e. Fluctuate between the oppressive and the light 

f. Evidence deep psychological perception 

g. Considerable deta il juxtaposed against sprawling 
time periods 

h. Overall rationale for exists rice of novels: <i 
socially and culturally alive Russia 
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Have students road ^^ne or more of Tolstoy's 
works. 

a* Give students a list of facts pertainirr^ to 
Tolstoy. Have then add others. As they read 
his works* have them look for references to 
these. 

(1 ) Born of nobility 

(2) Orphaned at an early ane 

(3) Studied law and Oriental lanouaaes .it 
University of Kazan 

(4) Enl is ted in tfio arinv 

(5) Opened a schonl lifter stiidying nducatiurMl 
methods in England, Switzerland, Gcrm^u;/, 
and Italy 

(6) Married Sophya Behr^ who assisted hir in 
his literary efforts by hand copying his- 
manuscripts (Copied War and Tear^ se^'- n 
times) 

(7) Had thirtoen chiMron 

(8) Denounced plJs^ir"^rl Ortlindo/ Church 

(9) Adhered to Christian ethics 

(10) Estranged from wife v/ho '-ms unable to accent 
his new views 

(11) Determined to becop'O ^ recluse 

b. Show students, with the use of travel bo' V'. , 
something of the urban society of M'^scow and 't, 
Petersburg and the surroundinn countt^ys iJe. 

c. Invite a history teacher to lecture on 
Napoleon's invasion of Russia in 1812. liav ■ 
students use notes from this as a basis for 
further study of the conflict in \Jar and Peace, 
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d. Present sttjflonts with a ffn-/ symbols: thh city 
the country, Platon Karataev, music, tho taik 
trees tHf» wolf l)unt. A%k them to discuss thf* 

v;iqni f icance of each anrl to ^ee(» ^> list of 
others ^^s tfir^y read. 

e. Have students present one of the prominent cnar- 
acters in War and Peace Pierre Rezhukov, 
Andrew Bolknoski, Prince Andrew, Princess Mary, 
Natasha, Helene, Denisov in one of the fol- 
lowinq v/ays: 

(1) Dramatic monoloque 

{2) Docudrama 

(3) Skit 

(4) InterviewoG on a TV program 

(5) Scries of letters to a friend 



(6) Mini -autobiography 

(7) Collection of me-noirs 

f. Ask students to proposr- additional stories su(i • 
qested by the dreams of younn Nicholas Rnlk'^nr.ki 
in iNar and Peace . They minht make an outline of 
each and write up one eipsode or tell the story 
orally. 

g. Give students a list of irieas and ask them to 
note specifics which give Tolstoy*s view of 
each as he expresses it in Var a^nd P_ej^^^^ 
Several arc: 

(1) The role of the family in societv 

(2) The role of court society 

(3) The cyclical quality of 1 i 

(4) The functions ond offects of wa^ 

(5) The theory of histcrjr 

(6) The types and ro^f:% of love 

(7) The influence of Rousseau 
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(8) The place of nnjsic 

(9) The presentation of land reform 

h. Ask students to identify fuic techniques in War 
and Peaco^ and compare them vMth those us( <l by 
Homer r*^ What elements a -so resemble nualilios o' 
Greek traqedy? 

i. Have students v^o hnve read Crane's Tji^Jte^' 
Badge of Courane compare Henry Fleminy's tears 
vn' th tho'se of Nicholas. 

j. As si on students Steinor's book> Tolstoy or 
Dostoevsky, An Cssa y ijl^hejlld f;Vi ti c i sm. -^nd 
ask them to discuss hov; he exnlains Tolstoi's 
view of 1 ife. 

k. Give students the following statement by Tolstoy: 
"To determine your true worth divide what you 
think you are into v/hat vnu are." Have students 
discuss what this reveals about th*.* i^^ari ano 
qive specifics to illustrate it from his works. 

1. Ask students to consider the quartet of pair^ 

( 1 ) Stepheri and Ofjl ly 

(2) Karen in and Ann^i 

(3) Levin and Ki tty 

(4) Vronsky and /^nna 

How is each pair like the others? How is each dif- 
ferent? 

m. Give students the proposition that Anna 

Karenina's traqic flaw is her rel iarcc 'jpon 
emotion rather than reason. Have then cite 
specifics to support or refute this. 

n. Have students co«^ipile a list of the pri: ary 
characters and indict. te the Russian ty:e each 
•represents. Example: Karenin - Russian 
Bureaucrat. 

0. Have students form debate teams to resolve the 
issue: Anna Karenin^ need not have died. 
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Have students read and analyze one or more works 
of Fyodor Dostoevski. 

a. Have students familiarize themselves with the 
life of Dostoevski, rionents thoy note nov/ 
will add a dimension of ^jndorstandinri .is they 
road his work. Suqnest that studetits investi- 
nate the works thoy road and v/atch for in- 
fluences of them in particular selections by 
the author, nivo stud^^nts elected hioqrdphi- 
cal data that liclpor; to shape Lho man and liis 
views . 

(1) Upper middle class hr^c^grownd in Moscow 

(2) Tutored by parents, thon attended nrivate 
boarding school 

(3) Mother*s death whil^ Fyodor a teeno^er 

(4) Studied enqineerinn at Militarj^ EnnineersV 
School in St, Petersburn 

(5) Father murdered by serfs 

(6) Fyodor devotes self to literature 

(7) Interestfid in socialism and refor^^^ 

(8) Arrested and sentenced to death before 
firinq squad 

(9) Sentence commuted to hard labor in Siheria 

(10) Twice married 

(11) Bankruptcy proceedinqs and subsequent exile 
to elude creditors 

(12) Prosperous and hapnv for last ten years of 
life 

(13) Lifelonq curse of enileasy 

(14) "The reliqion of su^f<^^ri no, Dostoevski's 
label 



b. Ask students, after havinn read no^;toovski * ^ 
works, to parallel thoiii to his life Havp tl)»ri 
note thf» points of luipr- and <les|)air if) Uu\\\. 

c. Ask studfMits t.o assess l)()%tO(;vsk i ' nioiiUMit o^' 
crisis saved f roai tho firing snuad at the 
last tnomGnt as a nsycholoqica 1 triqqor for 
writing Note s f rom the Underground . S u g g o s t 
that this novcT be ai^proached^ frniM* an autobio- 
qraphical stance. 

d. Have the class read and discu'.s flotes from the 
Underground wi th attention focu'^ed on the thei!'CS 
of alienation, distrust of bureaucracy, asser- 
tion of the rights of the "offbeat" and the 
general "unofficial view of being." 

e. Have students discuss the satire involved in 
The Idiot . How does Prince Myshkin fulfill his 
self-revealing prophecy as prepared for hir: by 
others? 

f. Ask students to consider the early RasVolnikov, 
the nurderer in Crirne and Pun ishr cnt, as a 
typical existential is*t hero: ^ the alienated nian. 

g. Have students evaluate the effecti venes^ and 
credibility of the first person narrative con- 
fession by Raskolni kov. 

h. Have students identify what the author in Cripixi^ 
and Punishment is saying about love as a po\"cr 
for redenption. 

i. Ask students to discuss: Do the means justify 
the end? Rationalize Sonya*s actions in Crifie 
and Punishment as a means of grace. 

j. Ask students to consider and then write a 

paper on Dostoevski's theme of sel f-knowledne: 
''Self-transcendence through Awareness, of Guilt," 

k. Have students discuss the symbolism of water in 
Crime and Punishme nt. For example, explore 
Svidrigailov's hatred of water and forecast his 
fate. 

1. Have students discern the contrast between the 
internal and the external lives of the char- 
acters in Crime and Punishment. Does this 
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tGClmiquR of "interior nionnloque" justify 
Dostoevski's title, 'Tather of the Modern 
Psycholoqical Novel"? 

m. tiave students invostinate Dostoevski's "double"/' 
in T he [ brothers Karainazov. How do both nnod and 
evil 1 ie' hiddf?'n in Dpi tri , Ivan, Alyosha, and 
even in Smerdyakov? Could you select one 
brother as epitomizing the split personality? 
What specific examples of ambivalence in the 
emotional reactions fjf Dmitri add to tht^ depth 
of characterization? 

n. Direct students' attention to the allegory 
"The Legend of the Grand InqtJisi tor, " abni;t. 
half-v;ay throuqh Th r-> Brothers Keraina zo' ■ What 
philosophical statement does this nake about 
the nature of man's faith, oraanized religior. 
his freedom and the possible ens^*^venGnl v.'h'ich^ 
paradoxically, niqht result? 

0. Ask students to determine how the death of Uh* 
saintly Father Zossima changed Alyosha irrpvoi- 
ably. Discuss how the enotionally-charnod 
scene caused by the "stink of Father Zos^. i:'t i" 
provided a [perfect forum for rel iqious' di 
sertation. 

p. Have students trace the genetic "Karamazov rot" 
as it seeps and ocrnieates every nenber of the 
family. Try to expliin the paradoxi cal nual i ti os , 
cruelty and spirituality, that most critics at- 
tribute to Dostoevski. 

q. Have students determine *^ie influence of e^'^ch 
of the followinq on Dostoevski's work: 

(1) Gcqol 

(2) Pushkin 

(3) Schiller 

(4) Balzac 

( 5) Hoffmann 
(5) Henel 

(7) Revelation 
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How does he adapt, transform, and drdnatizo 
GleniGnts and characters fron each? 

6. Have studonts, follov/inn their study of individiial 
v/orks by Dostoevski and Tolstoy, put contrast!* nr; 
elements on a balancinq scale. Ask then to draw 
conclusions concerninq the anhivalent nature of the 
Russian people as it is revealed throunh tfic con- 
trasts evident in the works of these two nm. 

{'resented with a variety of works by other Russians* 
students will contrast each with the works of 
Dostoevski and Tolstoy that they have studied. 

1. Give students pertinent topics for research papers. 

a. Rebirth of "Mother Russia": Rattle Crv for 
World War II 

b. Symbolism (candle, snow, trains) in Dr... Zhi vanq 

c. Svetlana Stalin Peters *'Her Father's 
Daughter" 

d. The Ceinq of flonbeinn 

e. Tolstoy's "IJormal"'' Characters and Dostoe\/ski ' s 
"Abnormal" Characters 

f. Imaqe of Women in War and Peace 

g. Pushkin: The Black Byron o"" Russia 

h. Gregori Rasputin: Servant of God or of Satan? 

i. The Multiple Fates of Anastasia 
j. Union of Soviet Writers 

k. Kitchen Debate: Nixon versus Khruschev 

1. Life Status of Nobel Prize Winners 

m. Genesis: Adam through Joseph (Stalin) 

n. History: Russian Style 

0. Sputnik: fJew Word, [Jew World 



Refer students to A. S» ar^ llli.it t.hen.es ovident 
in the literature '.tudif^i dpfioar here? I)n any 
themes emerge in these art fonns ttiat do r)Ot a[)pear 
in the novels? If so, vihat are they? 

3. Suqqest that students select one ot!ier Russian 
author for detailed study. At tlie conclusior^ ot 
this work, have students contrast the selections of 
this individual with those of Dostoevski and Tolstov 
Use of available study guides (Cliff's Motes, 
Monarch, etc.) may help students participate more 
fully in their experiences with Russian literature. 
Several representative Russian authors are mentioned 
here along with sample questions. 

a. Boris Pasternak 

(1) Have students applj/ several possible inter- 
pretative stances to Do.7J.!±y.^5£- 

(a) Sociological 

(b) Psychol oijical 

(c) Historical 

(d) Philosophical 

(e) Political 

Ask them to indicate wnich one Pasternak 
intended. 

(2) Suggest that studpnts study the int'-Tnal 
development of the characters. D(; they 
move forward or backward? Do they proaress 
or regress? 'ihy? 

(3) Ask students to adopt tJie cloak which 
Pasternak did Qr, Zhiv/ano and to vie-' 
Russia and her problor^s ^is Past'^^rnuk did — 
throunh the nersona Zhivano. Df whr-t sinnM 
icance ere the poems to the book? Hov/ do 
these poems of Zhivago (alias Pasternak) 
differ from others written by Pasternak?. 

(4) Ask students to trace the odyssey of the 
manuscript of ;Dr. J/«JyjKm. 
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Nikolai Gogol 

(1) Introfluce stijdents to F'ikolai Gogol's Dead 
Souls by giviriM thon: a brief synopsis of 
it'. Assigri the work for reading anr! h.we 
sturient.s consider tho follov;inn iloms r-tvi 
be able to discuss oiich. 

(a) l^oint o! view 

i. Noto nnnorons 'Shif ts 

ii. Propose reasons for ohi'^t'^i 

iii. Suqnest how else his purpose miqht 
have been accomplished 

(b) Satiric treati-ient 

i. Analj^ze characters' actions 
ii. Analyze characters' caotives 

(c) Themos 

i. Contrast the advice yiven by 

Chichikov's faiher 2ind that qiveri 
Polonius to Laertes (Hamlet) 

ii. Sfinw linw tlie pub/ ic ofl iciak exenipl 

iii. Comoare [Jead _5ouJs_ and Eliot's 
•'Hollow Men'' 

(2) Have students detennine the extent to which 
the caricature portraits in Dead Souls are 
realistic portrayals of the outside world 
or introspective finnents of Hogol 's own 

ni nd produced by his view of hinsel-^. How 
does he use satire to express his condemna- 
tions? 

(3) Have students who h^ve read Gogol nako 
analogies and contrasts between hin and his 
works and the lives and works f;f other 
authors: Aristophanes, Cervantes, Dickens, 
Fraspus, Heine, Moliere, Rabelais, Swift, 
Voltaire, Wolfe. S;ome suggested responses 
follow: 
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(a) Gogol and Moliere: actors, pl^^ywrights 

(b) Goqol and Rabelais: attent^'on to dotail; 
use of cataloqinc] and hyoerbole} full, 

al ive vocabulary 

(c) Goqol and WoKe: ador^^d good food 

(d) Ronol and Swift: satirists 

(e) G030I and Dickens: professional char- 
acter actors; readers of tfieir uv.'H 
works; masterful character portrayals 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn 

(1) Have students spoculatc why at the opening 
of Sol zheni tsyn's Ihe f i^rst Ci rcle Inndkenty 
endangers himself by warning an accjiia intancLe 
of imminent arrest. 

(2) Have students who read Sol zhen) tsyn's The 
Fi rst Ci rcle note allusions throughout it 

to Dante, The BibJ^e, Dostoevski, and Pushkin. 

(3) Assign for reading One Day i n the I j f e of 
Ivan Den isovich , Have students note the 
word pictures Solzhenitsyn creates. What 
do we know of Ivan's total life althouqh 
we live with him for only one day? What is 
Ivan's attitude? 

(4) Ask students to determine why KhrushchPV 
permitted some of Sol zheni tsyn 's works to bo 
published, whereas he has now been dropped 
from the Writers' Union and is severely 
criticized by the Rus5^.ian press. 

(5) Ask students to imaqine them:;elves members 
of the liobel Prize committee. Have them 
research the history of the award and the 
factors considered for the literary av/rjrd. 
Conduct a mock meetinn at which Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn is discussed as a candid-ite 
for the 1970 Nobel Prize in literature which 
v/as actually awarded to him. 
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STUDErJT AND TEACHER RESOURCES 
A. State-adopted textbooks 

Adventures in V/orld Lfterature 

I nsi^h t ^ Ej(j)er' i eru: c oi IjJL'TAtpX^' 
n. >#c»n-5tate-adopted texts 

Jones, Thelma G., et nl, eds. Liter.iture of tho Vtorld- 
Hew York: McGrow-llilU 196T." 

Miller, James E. , et al, eds. Ma n i n L i te r ci U i n > . 

Glenview, Illinois: Scott, Fo*rcs*nan atid Tci^ipany, 
1970. (Adopted 1973) 

. Russian and Eastern European Li terciti;t e . 

Glenview, fllinols: Scott, Foresi^an and Cori-parv , 
1970. (Adopted 1973) 

M i rs ky , D . S . A_H i story o f Rus si^an L i te r o t u r e \ »" f j ■ I jts 
Regitnjnns "to "1900 . I^'ew Yo> k : V i n ta no" Rooks / TO 58, 

C. Reference materials 

Ba i nbr i dqe , Hen ry . Pe tej^. Car 1 ^Faber^e^^^ Go 1 dsm i th and 

Dostoevski, lyodor. Brothers Karairi^zov. New York: 
Airmont, 1^)68. ■ • 

. Crime a nd Pu nishrent, fJew ^^orl. : Mew 

Anerican Library, 1964. 

. Idiot, The. New York: New American 

Library, 1969. 

■ N otes frop th e Undergr ound. IVew York: 

Dell, 1969. 

Duncan, David. Gre at Treasures of the Kref^lin. IVew 
York: Abrams, 1968. 

Florinsky, Michaet T. Russi^a: A^ SJ^ort^ Hi story {^^n'! 

ed.) New York: HacrnTflan, 1969. ' ' 

Gifford, Henry. Nove l in Russia, f rorn P ushk in to 
Pasternak . New YoTkV " Hutch inson Uni vcrsTtV 
Library, 1964. 



Ginstiurq, Mirra, Trans. A Hislo^r/_of Sovjel U U^^^^ 

nionny, Michael. "No Rcqiine Luvos Great Urit.ers." 
Life> June 23, 1972, |)p. 42-44R. 

fionol, Nikolai. Dead Souls. Nev/ York: NewAmo^ican 
Library, 1961. 

Go r ky , Maxim. Reminiscences of To i s toy , Chekhov, 
Andreyev. New York: Hillary, 1969.' 

Grohmann, W. Kandinsky . New York: Abrams, 1969. 

Guerney, Bernard, corrip. A T reasury of Ru ssian 

L iterature , fiew York: The Vanrfuard ^rcss, 1943. 

MacAndrew, A. R. (trans.)- Groat Russia n Sh ort Nove ts . 
New York: Bantan, 1967. ' 

Martin, John Stuart. A Picture History of Russia. 
New York: Crown, n.d. 

M i r s ky , Dmitri S . H istory of Russian Literdt' i re f rom 
its Beginnings to 1900 . New York: Random, 1949." 

Mochul sky, Kons tanti n. £osjtoeyj:kjj^ , His L ifc and IJork . 
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 19*65. 

Pasternak, Boris. Doctor Zhivago. New Yo'k: New 
American Library, 1970. 

Peter, Laurence J. and Raymond Hull. The i^ter Principl e 
New York: Bantan, 1970. 

Reeve , Frankl i n D. Russian No vel : From Pus hki n to 
Paj^ terna k. New York: McGraw, 1 966". 

Roos, Janes, "Shostakovich Rebo^^n . " The Miami Herajd, 
Sunday, July 16, 1972, ^"^ 

Simmonds, George W., ed. Sovi et Loader^. . flew York: 
Thomas Y. Crov/ell Company/ 1967'. 

Slonin, ^-^arc. Outline of Rus'^^ian L i teratur<.^. New /ot'V: 
Oxford University Press, 1958. 

. S ovi et Russian Lj t^i^^a t u rj}j l^H^te r s_ a nd 

Problems . ' fJew York: Oxford University Press, l9o4. 
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Snowman, K. Tho Art of C arl F ab erqe . New York: Tticlor, 
n.d, 

Solzhoni tsyn, Alpxander, Artillery Barraqo, Tho. }jfe, 
June 23, 1970, pp- 47-60. * " 

. One Day in tho Li fe_of Ivan Denisovich. 

rfcw York:^^ Du'tton, T963. ' 

Steiner, Georae. Tolsto y or Dostoevsky, An F.s^ay in 
the Old Criticism . New York: "Vintage Books rT959- 

Tolstoy, Leo, Anna Karenina . New York: Dodd, Head 
and Company, 1966. 

. Resurrection. New York: Norton, W. W., and 

Company, 1965. 

. War and Peace. Bridqeport, Conn.: Airmont 

Publishers, 1969. 

Turqenev, Ivan, Fathers and Sons . Npw York: i>^ash ington 
Square Press, 1970, 

Wa s i 0 1 ek , Edwa rd , Dostoevsky, The Majo r Fiction, 

Cambridge, Massachusetts: The M. I. T, Press, 1964. 

Yarmolinsky, Avrahm. Russians Then and flow . New York: 
r^acmillan, 1963. 

Films 

Khrushchev and Berlin , Pts. 1 & 2 (1-31495, 97) 
Lenin and Trotsky (1-31465) 

R ise of Khrushchev, T he, Pts. 1 & 2 (1-31499, 501) 
Scree n News Digest , Vol 10, Issue 4 (1-13235) 
Soviet Russia : From Re volution to Emp ire (1 -13326) 
Stalin, Joseph V . (1-31574) 

U.S.S>R.: Family of Tashkent (Life on a Coll ecj: i 
Farm ) 1-13359) 

U,S,S,R,: Pioneer Family of Bratsk (A S I beH an_C ij/ 
Is Born ) 1-13355) 
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U.S.S.R.: Geography and Peoples (Many Faces of a Vast 
Land) (1-13357) 

Iro n Curtain Land s (1-12590) 

Moscow and Leningrad (1-01594) 

Peoples of the Sovie t Union (1-41164) 

Puss i a (1-31059) 

Russian Gymnastic Champions in the U.S.A . (1-11774) 

R ussian Life Today (Inside the Soviet Union ) ( 1 -1 2593 ) 

Russian Revolution, The (1-05197) 

Screen News Digest . Vol.4, Issue 5 (1-12676) 

Screen News Digest , Vol.5, Issue 1 (1-12682) 

Screen News Digest , Vol.5, Issue 2 (1-12683) 

Screen News Digest , Vol.5, Issue 4 (1-12685) 

Screen News Digest , Vol.6, Issue 1 (1-12692) 

The Soviet Union: An Introduction (1-11929) 

Cherry Orchard, The: Chekhov Innovator of Modern 
Drama . Pts. 1 & 2. (1-31799, 801) 

Russians, The: Insights through Literature , Pts. 1 & 
2 (1-31491, 93) ~" ~ 
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